IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend Claims 1-3, 6, 7, 9-15, and 17-23, and add new Claims 25-27, as 
follows (a complete listing of all the claims appears below): 



Claim 1 (currently amended): A device searching apparatus rtrat searches for at 
least one device on a network, comprising: / 

management means for managing a database that iii^fudes identification 
information fo r identifying a devic e on th e n e twork and attribute information associat e d 
the re with; / 

input means for entering a first search condition and a second search condition 
about a device function in order to search for a desirecf device on the network; 

first search means for searching/for at least one device that satisfies the first 
search condition entered by using said input means; 

second search means foysearching for a at least one device from the databas e 
that satisfies the second search condition entered using said input means; 

recognition means fo r r ec o gnizing whether a numb e r of devic e s that sa t isfy th e 
search c o nditi o n is gr e ater than A pred e termined number; 

output memis for outputting a search result tha t includ e s identification 
information and attribu te /information o f a device that sa t isfies th e s e arch condition; and 

co n t r ol means fo r cont r olling said s e arch m e ans to re qu e st an additional search 
fo r additional attribute information of t he d e vic e , in acco r dance with a r ecognition r esult of said 
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recognition means based on searches by said first search means and said second search means. 

wherein said output means outputs the search result such that a device that 
satisfies the first search condition may be discriminated from a device that satisfies the second 
search condition . 

Claim 2 (currently amended): An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein a 
volume of attribut e information outputt e d by said output means wn e n said recognition m e ans 
r ecognizes that the number of devices that satisfy th e search c e mdition is mor e than th e 
p r edet e rmined numbe r is greate r than a volume of attribut e information outputted by said output 
means when said recognition means rec o gnizes that )Ke numb er of devices that satisfy the search 
condition is less than the predetermined number , 

said first search means performs a first search based on an inputted value 
representing a plurality of functions, 

said second search/ftieans performs a second search independently of the first 
search based on an inputted valu^ representing a plurality of functions, the inputted value being 
inputted independently of the^inputted value used by said first search means, and 

said output means distinguishablv displays a search result of said first search 
means and a search result of said second search means on a display unit . 
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Claim 3 (currently amended): An apparatus according to claim 2, furrtrer 
comprising: / 

control means for controlling said output means to output the sfearch result such 
that the search result includes identification information and attribute information of a device that 
satisfies at least one of the first search condition and the second search condition: and 

communication means for acquiring device inforrrmion, registered 
corresponding to identification information in another apparatus cm the network, from the other 
apparatus, / 

wherein said control means controls saicr communication means to acquire 
additional information on each device identified in the/earch result, and causes the additional 
information to be added to the search result. / 

Claim 4 (previously amended): An apparatus according to claim 3, wherein 
said control means is adapted to acquire, from an apparatus that manages location information of 
devices on the network, location information of each device identified in the search result, and to 
add the location information to the Search result. 

Claim 5 (previously amended): An apparatus according to claim 3, wherein 
said control means is adapted to acquire, from an apparatus that manages charge information of 
devices on the network,yCharge information of each device identified in the search result, and to 
add the charge information to the search result. 
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Claim 6 (currently amended): A device searching apparatus that searches for at 
least one device on a network, comprising: / 

management means for managing a database that includes identification 
information for identifying a device on the network and static information associated therewith; 

input means for entering a search c o ndition about a device function in order to 
search fo r a first group of attributes and a second group of attributes fo/searching for at least one 
desired device on the network; / 

first search means for searching for a at least>one device from the database that 
satisfies the search condition entered having the first group M attributes entered using said input 
means; / 

second search means for searchinar For at least one device from the database 
having the second group of attributes entered usmg said input means; 

output means for outputting a search result that includes identification 
information and of static information of a/uevice that satisfies th e search c o ndition having at least 
one of the first and the second groups pi attributes ; 

control means loj adding dynamic information to the search result, according 
to a number of devices tha t sa t isfy the search condi t ion having at least one of the first and the 
second groups of attributes ; jmd 

discrimination means for discriminating a device with a high frequency of use, 
based on the dynamic information, which relates to a use history of devices on the network, 




wherein, in a case in which the a number of devices that satisfy hayigg the 
s e arch condition first group of attributes is zero, said control means adds to the^arch result 
information of the device with a the high frequency of use discriminated^fsing said 
discrimination means. 

Claim 7 (currently amended): An apparatus according to claim 6, wherein, in a 
case in which a number of devices identified in the search result is at least equal to a 
predetermined value, said control means is^riapted to acquir e acquires dynamic information 
from a device that satisfies the search^ondition having at least one of the first and the second 
groups of attributes and to add aefds the dynamic information to the search result. 



Claim 8 (canceled) 




Claim 9 (currently amended): A device searching^ethod for searching for at 
least one device on a network, comprising st e ps of : 

managing a database that includes identification information fo r identifying a 
device on the n e two r k and attribut e infomiatiWassocia te d the re with; 

an input step of entering a first search condition and a second search condition 
abou t a device func t ion in order^o search for a desired device on the network; 

a first search step of searching for a at least one device from the database that 
satisfies the first sp^rch condition entered in said entering input step; 
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r ecognizing whethe r a number of devices that satisfy the scarcli/ondition is 
g r eate r than a p redetermined numb er; 

a second search step of searching for at least one device/hat satisfies the 
second search condition entered in said input step; 

an output step of outputting a search result that iufclud e s id e ntification 
information and attribut e info r mation of a devic e that satisfies the search condition; and 

cont r olling said searching ste p to re quest sm additional search fo r additional 
attribut e information of the devic e , in accordance with a/recognition re sult of said re cognizing 
step based on said first search step and said second search step, 

wherein said output step outputs/the search result such that a device that 
satisfies the first search condition may be discriminated from a device that satisfies the second 
search condition . 

Claim 10 (currently ^mended): A method according to claim 9, wherein a 
volume of attribut e info r mation outfitt e d in said outputting step when said re cognizing st e p 
r ecognizes that the number of devices tha t satisfy the s e arch condition is mo r e than a 
pr edete r mined numbe r is g r ea t e r than a v o lume o f attribu t e information outputtcd in said 
ou t putting step wh e n said r e c ognizing s t ep r ecognizes t hat the numb e r of devices that sa t isfy th e 
sea r ch condi t i o n is less than the predetermined number 

said first search step performs a first search based on an inputted value 
representing a plurality of functions. 
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said second search step performs a second search independently/^ the first 
search based on an inputted value representing a plurality of functions, the inmftted value being 
inputted independently of the inputted value used in said first search step, and 

said output step includes distinguishablv displaying a/search result of said first 
search step and a search result of said second search step on a displa^ unit . 

Claim 1 1 (currently amended): A method according to claim 10, further 
comprising a step o f: / 

a control step of controlling said output step to output the search result such 
that the search result includes identification information and attribute information of a device that 
satisfies at least one of the first search condition and the second search condition; and 

a reception step of receivin&/aevice information, registered corresponding to 
identification information in another appara)(us on the network, from the other apparatus, 

wherein said cont r olling control step controls said r ec e iving reception step to 
acquire additional information on eacMievice identified in the search result, and causes the 
additional information to be added tp the search result. 

Claim 12 /currently amended): A method according to claim 1 1, wherein said 
cont r olling control step includes acquiring, from an apparatus that manages location information 
of devices on the network, location information of each device identified in the search result, and 
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adding the location information to the search result. 

Claim 13 (currently amended): A method according to claim 11, wherein said 
controlling control step includes acquiring, fi om an apparatus that manages charge information 
of devices on the network, charge information of each device identified in the search result, and 
adding the charge information to the search result. 

Claim 14 (currently amemded): A device searching method for searching for at 
least one device on a network, comprising /steps of : 

a management step of managing a database that includes identification 
information for identifying a device on tne network and static information associated therewith; 

an input step of entering a sea r ch condition about a d e vice function in order to 
search for a first group of attributes and la second group of attributes for searchine for at least one 
desired device on the network; | 

a first search step of Searching for a at least one device from the database that 
satisfies the search condition having trfe first group of attributes entered in said en ter ing input 
step; / 

a second search step of searching for at least one device from the database 
having the second group of attribute ; entered in said input step; 

an output step of c utputting a search result that includes identification 
information and or static information of a device that satisfies having at least one of the search 
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condition first and the second groups of attribiites ; 

a control step of adding dynamic information to the search result, according to 
a number of devices tha t satisfy th e sea r ch condition having at least one of the first and the 
second groups of attributes ; and / 

a discrimination step of discriminating a device with a high frequency of use, 
based on the dynamic information, which relates to a use history of devices on the network, 

wherein, in a case in which the a number of devices that satisfy having the 
sea r ch condition first group of attributes is zero, said adding ste p adds control step includes 
adding to the search result information of the device with a the high frequency of use 
discriminated in said discriminating discrimination step to the search result . 

Claim 15 (currently amended): A method according to claim 14, wherein, in a 
case in which a number of devices identified in the search result is at least equal to a 
predetermined value, said adding control step includes acquiring dynamic information from a 
device that satisfi e s th e s e arch condition having at least one of the first and the second groups of 
attributes and adding the dynamic information to the search result. 



Claim 1 6 (canceled) 



Claim 17 (currently amended)^Cmemory medium storing a computer 
program to be executed by a computer te^mplement a device searching method for searching for 



at least one device on a network, the method comprising steps of : 

managing a database that includes /den t ificati on information fo r identifying a 
device on the netwo r k and attribute inf o rmation associated th ere with; 

an input step of entering a first search condition about a devic e function and a 
second search condition in order to search for A desired device on the network; 

a first search step of searching for a at least one device from th e databas e that 
satisfies the first search condition entered im the entering said input step; 

a second search step of searching for at least one device that satisfies the 
second search condition entered in said input step; 

r ecognizing whethey a numbe r of devices that satisfy the sea r ch condition is 
g re at er than a pred e termined number 

an output step ofr outputting a search result that includes identification 
information and attribute info r maiion of device that satisfi e s the s e arch condition; and 

cont r olling th e searching st e p to r equest an additional search fo r additional 
attribute information of the dowicc, in accordanc e with a r ecognition r esult of th e r e cognizing 
step based on said first search step and said second search step, 

wherein/said output step outputs the search result such that a device that 
satisfies the first search yondition may be discriminated from a device that satisfies the second 
search condition . / 

Claim 1 8 (currently amended): A memory medium according to claim 17, 
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wherein a volum e of attribut e information outputtcd in the outputting step when the r ecognizing 
step r ecognizes that the number of d e vices that satisfy the s e arch condition is mgfre t han a 
pr e dete r mined numb er is g r eate r than a volume of attribute information ou t putt e d in the 
outputting step when the r e cognizing ste p r ecognizes that the numbec/of d e vic e s that satisfy the 
s e arch condition is less than the predetermined numb er / 

said first search step performs a first seardg based on an inputted value 
representing a plurality of functions. / 

said second search step performs a/econd search independently of the first 
search based on an inputted value representing a plurality of functions, the inputted value being 
inputted independently of the inputted value u^ed in said first search step, and 

said output step includes/flistinguishablv displaying a search result of said first 
search step and a search result of said second search step on a display unit . 

Claim 19 (currently amended): A memory medium according to claim 18, 
wherein the method further comprises a step of : 

a control /tep of controlling said output step to output the search result such 
that the search result incudes identification information and attribute information of a device that 
satisfies at least one oS the first search condition and the second search condition: and 

ar reception step of receiving device information, registered corresponding to 
the identification information in another apparatus on the network, from the other apparatus, 

/ wherein the controlling said control step controls th e r e ceiving said reception 
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step to acquire additional information on each device identified in the search result, and to-add 
causes the additional information to be added to the search result. / 



Pto claim 19, 
lat manages 
r ice identified in 
to claim 19, 
lat manages 
: identified in the 
omputer 
br searching for 
fication 
ated therewith; 
; t ion in order t o 
g for at least one 



a first search step of searching for a at least one device from the'Satabase that 
satisfies the search condition having the first group of attributes entered in thfg alt e ring said input 
step; / 

a second search step of searching for at least one device from the database 
having the second group of attributes entered in said input step; / 

an output step of outputting a search result/that includes identification 
information and or static information of a device that satisfies the s e a r ch condition having at least 
one of the first and the second groups of attributes : / 

a control step of adding dynamic/ information to the search result, according to 
a number of devices that satisfy the search condition having at least one of the first and the 
second groups of attributes ; and / 

a discrimination step of discriminating a device with a high frequency of use, 
based on the dynamic information, wmch relates to a use history of devices on the network, 

wherein, in a case in which lire a number of devices that satisfy having the 
sea r ch condition first group of ^tributes is zero, the adding said control step adds to the search 
result information of the device with a the high frequency of use discriminated in the 
disc r imina t ing said discrimination step to the search re sult . 

Claim 23 (currently amended): A memory medium according to claim 22, 
wherein, in a case m which a number of devices identified in the search result is at least equal to 
a predetermined/value, the adding said control step includes acquiring dynamic information from 



a device that satisfi e s th e sea r ch condfoin having at least one of the first and the second groups 
of attributes and adding the^namic information to the search result. 



Claim 24 (canceled) 



Claim 25 (new): A device according to claim 6, wherein 
the first group of attributes u&ed by said first search means includes at least one 
of color, double side, and staple, / 

said output means outputs to a display unit, and 

said first search means and said second search means search for devices having 
the first group of attributes and the ^econd group of attributes, respectively, in accordance with, a 
search instruction inputted by a user, such that found devices are automatically displayed on the 
display unit as list. / 

Claim/ 26 (new): A device searching system that searches for at least one 
device on a networkjcomprising: 

261 input unit for entering a first search condition and a second search condition 
in order to searofn for a desired device on the network; 

/ a first search computer for searching for at least one device that satisfies the 
first searcj/condition entered by using said input unit; 

/ a second search computer for searching for at least one device that satisfies the 
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second search condition entered by using said input unit; and 

an output unit for outputting a search result of searches performed by said first 
search computer and said second search computer, 

wherein said output unit cnitputs the search result such that a device that 
satisfies the first search condition may be qiscriminated from a device that satisfies the second 
search condition. 



Claim 27 (new): A device searching system that searches for at least one 
device on a network, comprising: 

a management computer for managing a database that includes identification 
information for identifying a device onlthe network and static information associated therewith; 

an input unit for entering a first group of attributes and a second group of 
attributes for searching for at least one! desired device on the network; 

a first search compi ter for searching for at least one device from the database 
having the first group of attributes eni ered using said input unit; 

a second search coi iputer for searching for at least one device from the 
lp of attributes entered using said input unit; 
^utputting a search result that includes identification 
device having at least one of the first and the second groups 



database that satisfies the second gro 

an output unit for 
information or static information of 
of attributes; 



a control comput< 



for adding dynamic information to the first and the second 
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groups of attributes, according to a number of devices having at least one of the first and the 
second groups of attributes; and / 

a discrimination computer for discriminating a device with a high frequency of 
use, based on the dynamic information, which relates to a use history of devices on the network, 

wherein, in a case in which a number of devices having the first group of 
attributes is zero, said control computer adds to the search result information of the device with 
the high frequency of use discriminated using said discrimination computer. 
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